Landfill dispute

still not buried

Armidale-Dumaresq
Council Mayor, Brian
Chetwynd, has respond-
ed angrily to the “scare-
mongering” tactics of
the Gara Valley Environ-
ment Preservation Asso-
ciation (GVEPA) who
have pursued a vigorous
campaign against the
council claiming that
plans to construct a
landfill site on Waterfall
Way will create an envi-
ronmental risk to the
nearby . Oxley Wild
Rivers National Park.
Cnr Chetwynd com-
pletely rejected any as-
sertion that the Council
have been employing
‘delaying tactics rather
than undertaking inves-

tigations into alternative

waste technologies.

The GVEPA believes
that if the investigations
reveal that alternative
technologies are not af-
fordable, Council will
have only limited time
to select an appropriate
landfill site.

GVEPA members are
concerned that delays in
the investigation of al-
ternative waste manage-
ment processes will
make the selection of
the Waterfall Way site

more inevitable because

not enough time will be
available to explore al-
ternative sites.

GVEPA President,
John Hamel, believes
Council must see the
- ‘big picture’ and take the
lead in involving all the
local councils of the.

“area in dealing with

waste management and
look towards regional
solutions to the problem.

“Council’s failure to’

get the fact-finding tour
underway can only lead
one to question whether
Council is actually seri-
ous about using alterna-
tive waste treatment
technologies,” said Mr
Hamel. \

Mayor Chetwynd has
been urged to abandon
the current site by
GVEPA, but he insists
that the selection of the
Waterfall Way site (Site
7) is still negotiable and
that Site 7 is not even
the subject of a concrete
proposal.

“It needs to be made

‘clear that we aré not

spending any money on
Site 7 at the present
time.

However, some con-
fusion has been created
by Cr Herman Beyers-
dorf, a member of the
Council’s Waste Man-
agement Committee,
who in a letter to The In-
dependent stated that

“whether we like it or

not, the site (Site7) is
now a selected site, sub-
ject only to compliance
with required standards
in an Environmental Im-
pact Statement”.

Cr Chetwynd ap-
peared more reserved in
his judgement of the sit-
uation saying that “it
was too early to tell”.

“We are undergoing a
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very detailed study to
determine the best avail-
able  strategy for waste
management and we
cannot make any con-
crete decisions until this
has been done.

“We have been say-
ing for some time now
that our priority is to in-
vestigate = alternative
technologies and a for-
mal resolution by coun-
cil has been made to that
effect.

“Since  September
two Councillors have
been to two waste man-
agement seminars and
we have contacted two
of the major players in
waste management and
they have visited Armi-
dale to present informa-

tion to us.

“We are in communi-
cation with a number of
local councils including
Grafton, Coffs Harbour,

" Port Macquarie, Port

Stephens, Cessnock and
Fairfield and we will
visit specific locations
in the near future”.

Mr Hamel has also
raised questions about
whether a new waste fa-
cility is "actually re-
quired in Armidale.

“This is simply not
realistic,” said Cr
Chetwynd.

“We have already ex-

tended the life of the

present site until 2008
but we can’t go on using
it forever.”



