ARMIDALE Dumaresq
Council’s Draft
Management Plan and
Budget 2010-13 will be
‘placed on display from
Monday, May 3, with res-
idents  having until
Monday, May 31 to make
a submission.

The Council’s general
manager Shane Burns
sald the $41.5 million
Management Plan and
Budget represented the
council’s key manage-
ment document for the
next 12 months, and pro-
vided the framework for
the Council’s operations
and expenditure

“This year’s manage-
ment plan and budget
shows an excellent
result for the council
with the continuance of
quallty services and

lanned budget surplus,
ncluding depreciation
of assets, in excess of
$3.633 million,” Mr
Burns said.
| “The council has, and
- .will continue to imple:
- ment IT and productivi-
ty inltlatives, and we are
starting to see the bene-
fits gained being reflect-

" ad in council’s bottom

line.

“The investment the
council made a number
of years ago in a new IT
and communications
systems and employing
Review Today to con-
duct an independent
report into the future
economic sustainability
of the council Is paying
off,

“The councillors and
staff have worked

financial challenges and
solutions contained
within the Review Today
report and this budget is
indicative of the result-
ing stronger position for
the council.”

At a glance, the Draft
Management Plan and
Budget 2010-13 plans to
spend over $7 million in
capital projects which
includes $3.07 million to
roads, bridges, cycle-
ways; $1 million onanew
two-way radio system
and plant to improve
operational efficiencies;
$1,211,500 to sewer and
water infrastructure;
$700,000  for the
Armidale Airport run-
way lighting upgrade;
$552,100 on civic and
recreation, and $171,013
on library purchases.

To fund these alloca-
tions, the council is pro-
posing to  increase
general rates by the 2.6
per cent permissible
under the State
Government rate peg-
ging scheme; increase
sewer pricing for resi-
dential and commercial
charges by 2.6 per cent;
increase waste charges

by 2.6 per cent; increase
cemetery fees by 5 per
cent; and increasing
parks and reserves user
charges by an average 2
per cent. '

Water pricing will be
increased by 20 per cent
across the full suite of
user charges, although
the access charge will
drop slightly.

“In recent years the
State Government has
sent a very clear mes-
sage to Local
Government that we
need to be moving
towards applying best
practice guidelines,” Mr
Burns said.

“To this end, we are
required to now provide
a sustainable and self-
funding user-pays water
and sewerage operation.

“What this means is
that the State
Government is now
requiring that 75 per
cent of the cost of pro-
viding a sustainable,
public water service is
met from the water
usage component of rev-
enue.”

The

20 per cent

increase is in line with

‘week or around $17.00

the five year water pric-
ing strategy communi-
cated to the public and
adopted by Council last
year, will see the average
residential water user
bill increase by $1.30 per

per quarter. |
Residents who make a |
submission to the Draft |
Management Plan and |
Budget 2010-13 will be |
given the opportunity to ‘
speak to their submis-
sions at a special coun- \
cillors’ workshop to be
held in early June. }
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