Media release – Armidale Landfill 

Last chance to act on threat to 
Oxley Wild Rivers NP and World Heritage Area
Community presents submissions to Tony Windsor MP and Richard Torbay MLA

This Monday will start the last week of public debate on the proposed Armidale landfill. Submissions to the NSW Government close next Friday 6 August. 
The group leading community opposition to the landfill, the Gara Valley Environment Preservation Association, is presenting its submissions to Federal and State representatives Tony Windsor and Richard Torbay at 11am Monday 2 August, at Mr Torbay’s offices in Armidale.

“This week is the last chance for our community to voice its opposition to the landfill”, says GVEPA spokesman Geoff Fox. “We are delighted that Mr Windsor and Mr Torbay are listening to the community, and are concerned to ensure that the development of our necessary infrastructure is done in a way that protects our economies, our health and our environment.” 

From the site’s first proposal in 2002, GVEPA has expressed its concern about the serious risks to the environment, the serious risks to tourism, and the “financially unsustainable” Council’s ability to manage those risks.

Almost everything about the landfill proposal is flawed. The site, 12 km from Armidale along the Waterfall Way, was owned by a former Councillor and a real estate agent, both involved in the site selection. No details on the sale have been made public.  The proposal is for a “Class 1” landfill that will contain any form of putrescible waste, and not the Class 2 non-putrescible landfill that the community had expected. The planned landfill technology has been discredited in the US, and will not stop leachate reaching the National Park. The cost of the landfill – even before State or Federal governments put conditions on it – has escalated to beyond $35 million. 

“The location of the site has rightly drawn criticism,” says Mr Fox. “It is just upstream from the Blue Hole, our local swimming hole and the start of the Oxley Wild Rivers National Park. The Federal Government has confirmed that it will or is likely to significantly impact the World Heritage Area. And under the UNESCO World Heritage Convention, Australia cannot take any measures which might ‘directly or indirectly’ damage those heritage areas.
“ The proposal would clear a good stand of critically endangered box-gum woodland. It’s critically endangered because 95% of the State’s box-gum woodlands are gone. Instead of protecting the last remnants, our Council is proposing to clear more of them for landfill.” 

Even though Council’s fauna survey was just a snapshot, it was clear on the risks to threatened species. The landfill would have a significant impact on the speckled warbler, the diamond firetail finch, the scarlet robin and varied sitella, and would also affect five other species including the koala, the hooded robin and the little lorikeet.

The NSW government shares these concerns. The Department said in 2006: “… it is clear from the nature of landfilling that impacts to biodiversity are intense and that they will span time scales that are at least inter-generational, if not permanent.  Furthermore, the losses that will occur at the landfill site also contribute to the already significant level of cumulative loss that has occurred at a regional scale on the New England Tablelands.”
Of equal concern to GVEPA is the risk to local tourism and the businesses that depend on it. 
“The landfill would be in full view of the Waterfall Way, rated the third best drive in Australia. It makes a mockery of our region’s attempts to draw tourism to the area. Let’s hope we’re not wanting to ask for Federal or State assistance for regional tourism, because on the evidence of this proposal we may not deserve it”, says Mr Fox.  
Monday’s meeting is to draw attention to the last week of public submissions in the joint NSW-Federal government approval process. Because of its environmental risks, the NSW Government must assess the proposal as a major State development under Pt 3A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act. Under a bilateral agreement, that assessment will also be used by the Government under the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act. 
Both governments must approve the proposal for it to go ahead, and either may put conditions on its building or operations. Because of the stated risks to listed species and the World Heritage area, those conditions are likely to be strict, and so very expensive to meet. 
GVEPA questions whether the Armidale Dumaresq Council has the financial or management skills to take on those costs and risks.  The Kibble report makes those deficiencies clear. “People also forget that we have not managed our existing waste dump well, and it’s a stretch of faith to think that this one, located with much higher risks, would be managed any better.”

Previous audits of the Armidale facility by the department have found leachate contaminated water, contaminated surface water likely to pollute groundwaters, inadequate litter controls and inadequate covering of waste.
“This is the last chance for the Armidale community to help put a stop to this landfill,” says Mr Fox. “This Council is on the way out, and its last action may be to leave a legacy that will shame us for decades to come.” 
For all enquiries contact Geoff Fox of GVEPA on either 6775 3912 or 0407 574 488.
The Gara Valley Environment Preservation Association Inc.

See www.worldheritagedump.com.au.

A further media release is expected after the meeting with 
Mr Windsor and Mr Torbay on Monday 2 August.
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